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   A Special Year for Seedsowers Trust, by the Chairman 

This year is the 25th year that Seedsowers Trust have been working in Malawi. In 

1995 an airlift of ten people went to Malawi to sink the first borehole in the coun-

try after a visit by myself and another member of the Full Gospel Businessmen’s 

Fellowship first visited the country the previous year and saw for ourselves the 

great need for clean safe drinking water. As I have related before, the Lord 

brought us into contact with an evangelist Fireman and through him Malawi 

Freshwater Project was born which sunk over 1000 boreholes and were involved 

in numerous sanitary programmes with the aid of the, then British Overseas De-

velopment Agency. Other well known charities came on board and also funded 

many of these projects. 

Later we came to learn of the work of Annie Chickwasa and her work with Ma-

lawi orphans. This work was mainly funded by the ‘God Channel’ and Seedsowers 

sent a volunteer construction engineer to help build the orphan village of Kon-

danani. One of our present trustees, who is a nurse, also spent several months there 

helping to set up the clinic on the site.   

Around about this time we came to know of the work of the Rev. Fletcher Kaiya 

and his wife Clara who also had started a small orphanage, ‘Agape,’ in their home. 

Fletcher and Clara over the years have looked after over 15 children and it has 

been our privilege to help support their work over the subsequent years. It has 

been wonderful to see these children grow up in a Christian atmosphere and they 

are now in gainful employment or in higher education.  When I go to Malawi, I 

always stay with Fletcher and Clara who treat me as part of the family. 

In the year 2000 we took 22 students from Exeter College and St. Margaret's 

School to Malawi as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award.                     

The work of the charity is still ongoing although the pandemic has slowed the 

work down for 2020. However, as you will see, the water project is still proceed-

ing despite Covid 19, for which we are very grateful to the dedicated team in Ma-

lawi. Following is a report on the Malawian situation by our country coordinator, 

George Mkoko.  

Mike Ansell, Chairman 

News from ‘Agape’ 9 

Smile Amazon 10 
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POLITICS  
Malawi has now a new government in place, comprised of an alliance of several political parties 
under a banner called ‘Tonse Alliance’ meaning an Alliance for all. The alliance is being led by 
Malawi Congress party, the party of the first Malawi president Hastings Banda which has been in 
opposition for almost 25 years.  
The immediate former vice president in the previous regime is the current vice president in the 
new regime.  
The country has hope in the current leadership and hoping for the realization of its manifesto.  
One element in the manifesto was the reduction of farm inputs such as fertilizer which was then 
sold at Mk 21,000.00 but now has been reduced to Mk 4,500.00 but only to 4 million people.  
 
COVID 19  
The cases of the infection of Corona virus are currently dropping and life is coming back to nor-
mal.  
Malawi has recorded a total of 5,836 cases including 181 deaths. Of these cases 1,162 were im-
ported infections and 4,674 were locally transmitted.  
Currently the country is recording low cases of covid 19 as of October 15 2020 the country re-
corded seven new cases of covid 19 five new recoveries and no death.  
There is still laxity among citizens in observing precautionary measures against the spread of co-
rona virus. If you walk in most places there is less wearing of face masks as recommended by 
health authorities to mitigate the spread of the virus. 
  
Schools have opened with some restrictions for instance classes are going in shifts and also at 
reduced periods. The wearing of face masks’ is mandatory in schools though with small children 
adherence to the rules is a problem.  
These demands have brought to the surface pre-existing economic gaps between the rich and the 
poor. With schools open to all Malawians of school going age, the gaps are becoming even more 
obvious. 
  
Recently, all the social media attention was focused on the little Girl Amina, a standard one stu-
dent in Mangochi District.  
Due to restrictions around covid-19, particularly the no mask no entry restriction, Amina showed 
up with a mask roughly made from a Plastic milk sachet.  
A well-wisher came to the rescue and volunteered to support her with her needs.  
The story of Amina is among numerous tragic stories of people who cannot meet the cost of life-
style changes as demanded by covid-19 and still afford basic human needs like food, shelter and 
clothing, one thing has to be sacrificed for the other.  
 

Restrictions due to Covid-19 such as closing of borders, increase in transportation cost, closing of 
schools among others disrupted income generating activities for most Malawians to the extent 
that many urban households cannot afford food and other basic needs.  
Unlike countries in the first world, Malawi cannot afford relief packages for all its affected popula-
tion.  
The fact that covid-19 did not hit Malawi to the expectation of many is not a sign of the presence 
of a strong health care system or an advanced level of preparedness but simply a rare miracle.  
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For a country that could not afford a total lockdown due to high levels of poverty or afford manda-
tory test for everyone—as only 45 thousand out of 18 million Malawians were tested for covid-
19—it is a mystery that the we did not clock 1000 covid-19 related deaths.  
 
Seedsowers also took the initiative to provide face masks to primary school students at Njuli pri-
mary school who were about to sit for their final exams.  
At one point some 4 years ago Seed Sowers Trust repaired an Afridev pump at this school which 
had been un-repaired for almost 2 years making it hard for the students to walk long distance to 
fetch water. The pump is still working up to now.  
During our visit to Njuli primary school we also noted some challenges the school is facing. Stu-
dents learn on the floor due to lack of desks and also broken infrastructure such as toilets.  
 

PRISON MINISTRY  

All work regarding visiting and teaching in the Prison Ministry 
had to be suspended due to the pandemic but we were re-
ceiving requests from the Ntcheu prison officials to replenish 
supplies in terms of sanitizers, face masks , hand washing 
buckets and soap.  
All this was achieved with blessings from a St. Albans Angli-
can church who supported with a gift of £600 which is was 
used in creation of reusable face masks and other sewing 
materials ready to be used to help the women inmates once 
the crisis has passed.  
 
Clean Water Challenges  
The saying that ‘water is life’ has received an unquestionable 
affirmation during the covid-19 crisis, water became the most 
used commodity among the all preventive measures set by 
the World Health Organisation.  

But during the pandemic restrictions we ceased all our op-
erations regarding the sinking of boreholes but we are yet to 
commence this month especially in November.  
We have done assessment in several areas where there has 
been requests for the need of these pumps.  
It is sad to see in most areas we go to people drinking 
literally from open water sources especially in this pe-
riod.  
For instance in Daniel village T/A Machinjiri where we 
are expecting to sink 4 boreholes to provide clean 
water for 30 families.  
The water there is coming from the nearby hill where 
we would want also to experiment with gravity fed wa-
ter taps by constructing a filtered water tank.  
 

Photo of inmates and wardens at Ntcheu Prison 

after a donation of 200 reusable masks made by 

Agnes Mkoko and her sewing circle. 

Existing water source in village 



2020 Borehole Programme continued at Chilaweni 
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Hand digging the borehole started at Chilaweni Completed  hand dug well ready for fitting pump 

 

Current water source for the villages 

Work has now recommenced after the interruption to the borehole programme by the Coronavirus.The pro-

gramme will install four boreholes in the Chilaweni area, South Lunzi. Due to the rocky terrain the bore-

holes have had to be hand dug. This will complete our 2020 programme. At the time of writing this news-

letter two of the 4 boreholes for Chilaweni has now been completed see next page. 

 

We are hoping to provide in 2021 a substantial number of boreholes for the Anglican Diocese of Southern 

Malawi who are looking for funding of 70 boreholes in seven parishes. The labour for this will be provided 

by the youth of the diocese. We already have funding for 20 of these boreholes. 

 

With the onset of Covid 19 it is more important than ever that clean fresh water is available in the rural vil-

lages for the frequent washing of hands as well as the prevention of water borne diseases, especially 

amongst the children. 



 

Completed Boreholes at Chilaweni 

Two of the 4 boreholes nearing completion at Chilaweni 
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In July this year we were asked by the Governor of Ntcheu Prison whether we could give assistance in pro-

viding sanitation items in the wake of the Coronavirus pandemic. Seedsowers were able to supply  214 tab-

lets of soap, hand washing liquid soap, hand sanitizer, buckets for hand washing and aprons. 

Our usual work in the Female section of the prison has been halted by the pandemic. 

Left-Letter of thanks from the 

Prison Governor 

 

Right– Pastor John at the 

handover of sanitation items 

to the prison inmates 

 

 

 

 

The handover of buckets 

and sanitation items to 

the prison authorities 

and inmates 



Repair of  Afridev Pump at Namkuyu 
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This Afridev Pump has been out of action for over a year and serves a school of 742 school children from 

the surrounding 7 villages. The school is providing education for standard 1 in 8 classes but has only 2 

blocks with 4 classrooms and the remaining classes have to be taught in the open which is very difficult in 

the rainy season. There are about 8 broken Afridev pumps in the area. This particular pump was selected for 

repair because it served the school. There is a village development committee which oversee the pump 

however they could not repair the pump due to lack of funds since most of the community members rely on 

subsistence farming to live. Our coordinator advised them to organise themselves and collect a pump repair 

fund and a suitable member of the community has been identified as a repair technician should the pump 

fail again.  

Photos show the 

repair progress 

which is now com-

plete 
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New Water Supply to Villages in Mulanje 

Seedsowers George Mkoko  in blue, overseeing the installation Delivery of  600 metres 32mm piping to commence the water pro-

ject 

 
 

32mm piping being laid in hand dug trench from a concrete collec-

tion reservoir to the villages 

Water supply from the springs of Mulanje ready to be connected to 

the villages of Kudyere & Kashon 

 
The above shows the delivery of 600 metres of 32 mm piping to provide spring water from the mountains 

of Mulanje to the villages of Kudyere and Kashon. This first phase of a community led project will serve 

250 families with clean fresh water through a series of tap systems. 

This first phase of the project was funded by Seedsowers Trust who were approached by the community led 

scheme for help to initiate the first phase of the project and the need for clean fresh water to these villages 

especially at this time when frequent washing is required to offset the Covid 19 Pandemic. When more 

funding is available the project will be extended to other villages in the area. This part of the project was 

completed in early November this year. 
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News from ‘Agape’ by Fletcher Kaiya 

 
Greetings from Blantyre. Our family is doing well and as I said Malawi's infection of Covid 19 is 
very minimal. Sometimes we feel you should have been here for a while. 
Concerning the performance of the Agape boys and girls. Christopher is going for his 3rd year in 
Industrial Engineering at the Polytechnic. However, the Covid disturbance has wreaked havoc to 
their academic scheduling. They are not sure when exactly, they will resume classes. Otherwise, 
he is doing very well just as Grace is. Here are his recent exam results: Organization Behaviour 
(67%), Electrical Technology (72%), Computer Aided Drawing (64%), Statics and Dynamics 
(79%), Linear Algebra (64%) and Manufacturing Technology and Processes (59%). This obvi-
ously is above average performance. Theresa is back to Mzuzu University after the government 
eased restrictions against Covid. Theresa is asthmatic and we pray for her protection. Academi-
cally she is also doing well. She has gone into her 2nd year. The challenges there is accommoda-
tion. Apartments for rental closer to the University just went up twice as higher than the normal 
apartment outside of it as the students scamper for the few that are available. The University pro-
vides accommodation to only a small number of students. Theresa works very hard and there's all 
likelihood that her performance gets better especially when her asthma lowers down. 
Grace is doing very well: The latest report she has straight As in Community Outreach, Social 
Science and Principles of Accounting, She got A-s in History of Christianity, Principles of Econom-
ics and Old Testament Biblical Theology. Personal Finance Management she got a B+ and a B in 
Speech Communication. Grace is doing very well but as I said her tuition is the most expensive.  
Margaret is at the Malawi Assemblies of God University. Last term she did not do well and she is 
repeating. I have told her to work hard or we cannot afford to continue to pay her tuition fees. I 
hope she does well this time around. 
Andrew was very optimistic that he was going to pass the MSCE (0 level) exams. However, after 
writing few papers, the government had to cancel the examinations due to massive leakage of the 
same. Some city students had the exams in their Whatsapp messages. This is a blunder that will 
cost cash strapped government another whooping 4,500,000 Pounds needlessly! The govern-
ment has taken drastic measures to clear the rubble. The Education Minister had announced that 
fresh exams will be conducted in March next year but the President has directed that fresh exams 
must be ready by end of January 2021. As you can observe Covid is not so much of a problem 
here.  
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Seed Sowers Trust is a UK based charity founded in 1994 under 

the name of Malawi Mission. Its vision is to reach out to the poor 

and help facilitate them to help themselves. It also has at its heart 

the desire to propagate the Gospel of Christ and wherever possible 

support the indigenous churches to enable this. 

The charity has been involved in water and sanitation pro-

grammes in Africa as well as food growing projects. It is currently 

working with local NGO’s in Africa on Orphan projects, water 

projects, and farming projects. 

It has supplied over 2000 Bibles in Chichewa to congregations of 

the rural churches in Malawi. 

Hill House Cottage, 

Oaklands Road, 

Buckfastleigh, 

Devon, TQ11 0BL 

CHARITY  REGISTRATION  NUMBER :  1084847  

COMPANY  REGISTRATION  NUMBER :  4123874  

WEBSITE :  WWW . SEEDSOWERSTRUST .ORG  

Phone: 01364 642206 
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Helping the Poor to Help Themselves 

Seed Sowers Trust 

  Seed Sowers Trust 

Support Seedsowers through smile Amazon 

 

 

This is our 25th year of working amongst the 

needy in Malawi. In that time a lot has been 

achieved and is still being achieved by the team 

out there and here at home. This could not have 

been done without your generous support. As 

much as you can, may you all have a blessed 

Christmas. Thank you again for your generous 

support throughout 2020 and please be safe. 

Support 

Seeds Sowers Trust 
 

When you shop at smile.amazon.co.uk 

Amazon Donates 

We have been invited, and now have registered with Amazon Smile. Please would you, when you shop with Amazon 

online you could contribute to the funds of Seed Sowers by registering at smile.amazon.co.uk this at no cost to your-

selves. 

To register please go to smile.amazon.co.uk and register that you wish to support Seed Sowers Trust. It is important 

that you log into the site precisely as indicated in highlighted red for the site to recognise the charity. Every time you 

shop with Smile Amazon, Amazon will put a proportion into the charity’s bank account at no cost to the shopper. 

Please make sure log in Smile Amazon every time shop. 

 

Thank You 

Visit smile.amazon.co.uk 


